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Friend, do not pity me;
Though I be among the dead,

Let no words of mourning be said.

Children who I leave behind,
And their families, all were fine;
Near to them and to my wife,

I was happy all my life.

I tried to always choose the right,
Truth and goodness were my light;
Trouble and sorrow never brought

Even a single unhappy thought.

Now, with no need of tears,
Pass my stories to your peers;
Leave me to my quiet rest

In the region of the blessed.

— adapted from <A Happy Man> by Edwin Arlington Robin

son
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In Memory of Runtao Yan

November 22, 2020, hills and mountains collapsed;
the sun and the moon lost their light; the heaven burs
t into tears while the earth was weighed down by sorro
w; every creature was shaken by the shocking announcem
ent: Runtao Yan, the legendary genius, had ascended to
wards heaven on his fairy crane.

Decades ago, following the ancient motto “the be
auty and the house of gold are buried deep in the book
s” and responding to the call of The Chief Architect
Deng Xiaoping “to get rich first,” a group of Chines
e students, with grand vision in their mind but not a

penny in the pockets of their Mao suit, travelled acro
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ss the Pacific in the “Flying Mayflower” after biddi
ng a teary farewell to their loved ones. Upon arrival,
they settled down in a beautiful place called Blacksbu
rg, Virginia, turning a new leaf in their life. In tho
se years, hard work was a virtue - they would arise w
ith the first crow of the rooster and retire after eve
ry light went out, making big strides in their academi
cs with each passing day. The American dream of a gran
d mansion with a beautiful Chinese wife was getting ev
er closer. Blacksburg, however, was not a place of fun
, without anything amounting to music or entertainment

Determined not to allow boredom to get better of the
m, Mr. Zhenbiao Yang, together with Mr. Baoping He and
Mr. Xiaozhu Liu, started a scholarly forum and named i
t “The Multidisciplinary Symposium of Great Minds, ”
where they would explore every branch of human learnin
g, from astronomy to astrology, from the art of person
al cult to the sociology of matchmaking, from the scie
nce of ruling the world to the philosophy of longevity

by laundry powder. To the members, Blacksburg, surroun
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ded by the majestic Blue Ridge, was “the land of crou
ching tigers and hidden dragons.”

One day, a stranger came to the forum and introdu
ced himself as Mr. Runtao Yan. He said that as a count
ry boy his favorite foods were noodles and sweet potat
oes and, needless to say, he had no interest in books.
With all the great scholars turning their nose skyward
, Runtao pretended not to notice the disdain. In a few
words, he presented “the theory of new relativity in

> It was delivered with great ease, but

the universe.’
the discourse was packed with unmatched humor and prof
ound wisdom. Before long, all the members of the elite
symposium found themselves prostrated on the floor, be
gging the newcomer for forgiveness and heavenly insigh
t, for they knew by now the gentleman who called himse
1f a country boy was an Aristotle in disguise. By the
end of the year, word came that Master Runtao Yan was
to make a public delivery of his wisdom and the entire

Blacksburg, from professors who won Nobel Prize to the

teenagers working at McDonalds, all flocked to the sac
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red pulpit, convinced that even getting a glance of th
e famous saint would bring immense good luck.

Later, Runtao and his family moved to Alabama, wh
ere he devoted himself to the study of Analects of Con
fucius and Dead Sea Scrolls. Shortly after, the age of
social media arrived. New forums sprang up like mushro
oms after rain and people who could not tell black fro
m white were posing as wise men from other stars. What
was worse, fierce fighting broke out in the cyber spac
e and the ignorant were trying to kill each other with
their virtual swords. A kind soul by nature, Runtao de
cided to save the world at the expense of his serenity

He started a blog at the famed site City of The 1111
terate and began to spread gospel—-like wisdom. Within
days, tens of millions of fans gathered at his portal,
asking humbly for guidance to which Runtao obliged wit
h the gentleness and magnanimity of the Buddha.

The United States of America is an exotic place t
hat adores democracy. Every four years, followers of t
he two political parties - Democrats and Republicans

- participated in an election that determines who wil
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1 be the next ruler of the country. Conversant in the
laws of yin and yang as well as the art of Feng Shui,
Runtao was able to correctly predict the winner each t
ime. Americans, however, were such a primitive people
that they did not even understand the simple language
of Chinese, hence their miserable failure in availing
themselves of the great wisdom of Runtao. After Runtao
> s departure, some of his wise words were translated
into English and, upon reading them, the ill-fated can
didates, including Al Gore, Mitt Romney, Hillary Clint
on, and more recently Donald Trump, were beating their
chest with the full force of human remorse: “Why didn
>t I see these sacred scriptures earlier?”

As wise as a god, Runtao nevertheless executed hi
s worldly duties to marry and have children. His wife
is a beautiful and intelligent lady. A dutiful wife an
d loving mother, she has a heart as pure as jade. She
is also a renowned professor at the medical school of
University of Alabama and her scholastic research coul

d fill several ox wagons as well as a rich man’ s hous

e. Runtao and his wife raised two daughters who have s
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ince grown into maturity. Their beauty is said to be s
uch that at their sight the flowers would fold up and
the moon would shy away. Moreover, their intelligence
reaches such an insane level that it is almost impossi
ble to find its match. The young ladies have graduated
from the Ivy League and become highly influencing figu
res on Wall Street. Smart and handsome young men all o
ver the world are competing fiercely for their hands.
Whenever talking about the girls, Runtao would be fill
ed with joy and pride.

Although we have been separated for merely one da
y, it does seem like three years. Today we are gatheri
ng over the internet and it feels like that it was age
s ago when we met last time, but Runtao, your comforti
ng voice and sunny smile are still with us, so are you
r Buddha—-like love and tolerance. It is a pity that 1i
fe on earth is so short and yet time in the heaven is
long—lasting. Runtao, you are just one step ahead, loo
king for an ideal permanent residence for all the frie
nds from Blacksburg. Would it be an occasion of joy an

d happiness when we meet again? While you are rising t
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owards the heaven, we wish you a safe trip with auspic
ious clouds packed along the way. Runtao, take care an

d the day of the reunion will not be too far!

Yan Gang of Blacksburg

394



=t - FZANEFEH

2020-12-5

1TH18H, HE A a AT SRR AR “3F
HEAE B, AR 2 LEDR [P BT, fhJese
TERAEF DA BN T BEEEIEEIKE, fhoitiah:
BRAK. FETORIJLR, MBREEEB T, T4 500, WEL
JLIEIZR. 11H22H, BIRIE L, EHESHL)LRERIZ
W ARG T, ABSRIREBIS 17, XS OKUL, I A
[, A A

Wb ) 2 BRI P A S N RS T T Sl A ) A AR i
SRS AR, 1 S8 — R RBARSCRAT—MARA
THISER, X ACK UL, Al A EAER, R —.

fibrt — A2 wafE, AR TR E E RN

fiie —NIEEE N, FOOHR B

PG IR, ARt ™ A, AW IR SR A AN
FREAN NG, ARSI AT DUCR 2 R 22 ) LIX 2 40
A R A T S 2 B

BRMERIZ A2, SRR E . 2E
B0 R Fe R A7 AR K e, A ) R th R B
MBI, BT, B, B RNR RS HE
e

395



BRI, X BEAS T 7T R R R

B [ENEERAET (R NP
19564F: HA T AL iRy — ANk R K E

1976-19794: SHEFNIL R RS (B4 b E R MY K5
3,

19794 VLIRS — ML ST, B H0h ER AR B 1 il
B e o

396



1982-1985%F: Mt ElkJm, A A [EARRHE A SE/INEE i 78 AR
e T RESE R R 5% i e

1985-19904F: #h3EE #h % e # T R FHiaktd+:, 711985
EEE S RISEEL.

1991-19944F: ELAYEHT « B e M KA L e 7t TAE (
FMPeter C. Maloney). MAIZe/EAEM RTIOFIHRE (40
J) (Cell) AN (SEEBFRElE) (PNAS USA) AR
s E IR T A WS B A S T R

1995-20164F: 19954 — H 2 53T Z Fa[ i B M B 40 B i i
REERCRHIAT Pl 4z B 5 K2 AR B A B e (School of
Medicine, University of Alabama at Birmingham, 455 UAB
), MHALBE AR 5 BOCAT A A i im b L, 2K,
wimkal,  RREGTE AR

20164F: 1EAIBIK, HUOBNSEERE, HE L,

397



=1L - PELINTI

2020-12-12

FERATRE TG B = A H, FRATAR S At e A A AT
R E LIUNTIIARIR A

hy 8 12,1220

MR, CETEMESRE. B, JAEBSCRE
wiAe, LAEDR SRR, BRI A 51812

398



MPANE BRI, AR T SO M F
fiE. SORMERIMENENRF A, oM, HAET,
A EAT=ACNNSES, 2=k,

{ 114 %1
~ 3 : ?
w4 ".%%-‘"}Q
8 @4 BB, 0k B0,

PR AR
MG, HPRILIES.
) A KU Ay, AT A i ?
B E A, JCIREHDAT .

MR IR K, R .

TR I, AT B AR S RAL AR I — 4, JFseBlfhA:
AT . SOR—H 5EE MM Es), HXE®. EEIES,

399



SRS R AR, AR B AR, iy Hk F A
Fl. A MRS, HBATERISL SR RO AR
JTE, B S RO R A B AU A TR G 5 2 A4l B
o, WALEERER “HERAE” Re AR, 2@
FERFMEVEGER b, FEREARRKS T PRI B
Dl B RE QRS2 KXl TIF R, BhEHE ) 52 % R 5 THl,
BLSEPARHR I . FATIEAEER TR, TR L%
St R B AR TR

From Run Tao’ s daughters

On the 3rd 7th day of our beloved dad’ s passing, we w
anted to share some special moments with his fellow re

aders and friends.

It is impossible to write down all that we are feeling
, processing, and remembering during this time. So ins
tead, we will rely on pictures, poems and songs to con

vey what is in our hearts.

When we were going through Dad’ s documents, we found

this poem he had written after his own father passed a
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way. Dad’ s beautiful words are hauntingly perfect and

bind our three generations together.

Farewell, father

Tears running ceaselessly,
While the warmth gives way to winter coldness.

The wind from the east brings seasonal greetings,
but cannot carry all the sentimental feelings that bon
d two generations.

It takes pain to utter a farewell,
as the tears already ran down even before a single wor
d was articulated.

Although we are separated by the ocean,
we are still bound together by never—ending connection

S.

As our family continues to grieve and celebrate Dad’ s
life, we are exploring how we can honor him and make h

is wishes come true. Dad always wanted to reach reader
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S, to spread understanding, compassion, love and celeb
rate each other - with laughter, wit, and sage advice
. As we develop the plans for his lasting legacy, we w
anted to thank you all, his readers and friends, in sh
aring your memories and love for our beloved Dad, and

for all the great suggestions in continuing to honor h
im. We are grateful and are weaving some of the idea
s in our plan to carry on our Dad’ s legacy, with more

detailed to come next week.
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As many of you may know, our beloved father, husband,
friend and mentor, Dr. Run-Tao Yan, recently passed aw
ay. He leaves behind not just a lifetime of beautiful
memories for his family and friends to remember, but i
ncredible impact on so many wonderful readers across t
he world. Dr. Yan also left behind unpublished work, a

s well as a passion for helping others learn.

We are proud to announce The RunTao Project in honor o
f Dr. Run—Tao Yan, whose prolific life observations ov
er 15 years of writing was beloved by many. Before his
passing, with the help of a few of his reader friends,
Run-Tao had started his own website, runtaoyan.org, ho

sting his articles. Now, with The RunTao Project, we c
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an ensure this website continues to cultivate a positi
ve community of discussion and learning, keeping his m

emory and what he strived to create alive.

So, we are setting up this GoFundMe campaign to raise
contributions to help with immediate needs to plan and
carry on his legacy. With significant contributions, w
e will focus on community engagement, making the site
a vivid place for discussion and learning, which also
helps keep his writings as relevant as possible for an
y future readers. We hope to upgrade the website, invi
te guest editors, etc. Run—Tao wrote over 1000 article
s on various online platforms, and our goal is to orga
nize them into themes to promote further discussion, t
ranslate them to English, and find ways to ensure his
legacy lives on with the community he so deeply cheris

hed.

We will share updates as we get more details and make
progress on The RunTao Project. We want to thank you a
11 for your outpouring of support in loving memory of

our father, husband, and friend Dr. Run-Tao Yan.
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T h a n k y 0 u ,

Dr. Run-Tao Yan’ s family and friends

Please note that all funds raised through this campaig
n will go directly to The RunTao Project, a newly form
ed non—profit organization. Donations to this fund d
o not entitle donors to any ownership interest in the
The RunTao Project. The RunTao Project intends to requ
est exemption from federal income taxation pursuant to
Internal Revenue Code § 501(c) (3) in the near future

At this time, however, that exemption has not been
granted. Please consult with your tax advisor to det
ermine whether your donation is tax deductible. Noth
ing in this communication is intended to constitute le

gal or tax advice.

406



-G - i R

2020-12-26

BEVEAE RS IS ARAT TR, o JE R TR e s ANt & —
=R, HPTER/NMEEE (Blacksburg) B “H AT
e, FLRGME IR RN (55 £ Mk, BEOAEM 2 E, Ik
TFIRZAL . “EFHRLG, FHMAEE” , mEAHE 5 ERAGET
T U RGBS R HEF NI R % EERREH -T2
L, BRI CREBERST BUNXHNE 2 2 I
“B7 BRFER IO B A T R — I IR R 2R . AL R AR
RERFNEREFH GHE AR KPR, Fin ey 1
B AR E LRV LR, ANERTR A, )\
i, &EAPE, 0 “S EHE 7 RIS
AHYFESC, AHZETIR, AHZ =G, AHREEES,
RRHAE R . CTIORRHER” . CHBELENT . YA
B/ES” AN MRBAE, BE A, WAERR LKA
I, A HmZEnR, FTE3E, BETR, WA Tk,
AR ARG A O SRR AR, 2 0] 3] A B S T R A R — 4

BB RE, HAMNXHEROT “BEZTRGUEL. HRIEKE
J&%” I RAGTAT SR 451 T ok 2w DO DU —AR

407



WA ——l%E . A5 RIBOAPMENHA, RER “—8” 4k
Vg, REAAERDNREES, “RH” « “fb” %%
BSROAEA L, g “CRBHm mREA A, T
Ve, REFfEmt “BHATIN o MRSERIEH, MIEAKYE R
YERUA, HLHR, shaRIE, FEEBMRNOR TS, &
NI BT, BREE B, Bell S o NEmAR, Kl
CARE SR P A RE, JCHAR T2, AR AL I T
TN SE WIS T K R H ARG, KR AR SESE . AT,
REAE /U, M RN AR ARl — % K g, b
NRK, AR, BEEE - HEHE N B A EnT A T Ak
AAZ T ORI EER T oa B, SR k. REEL57,
BRI NIZFE B (RN T IEERE A, REER
NEED  TEEM RN R AE, AR, e R
5, RTKEL (HEERT RO G —FI TN, Fid
ZJEEANEIL LB WA, 20, BRKFEREITBCMAS LA
G DA MR 5 R MR A RE A

I EIR, 2 R RR S XA 28 KRR K2R . HEE
A, AR ZTERIEE. ANER “HRARTR"
MAAC, RABRRKM—ICH R, AR, PR
o AR, B, JHEFMEARAE RIS FEF, b
EBRENROH PR N ZE T KA Z 2 X 2L

408



STt E . ERERIERRE G N, R IR R 5
AR JUVREE, LR JLESEG, SOUE TR, 0
b B A ZE PR R AT, A ATE R BT

TR R, AN AG DR EE, o “BERS
7o EE IR CBIEERT KBEE20004, BRI E S
FEHEDE BI85, ARBCRBOHR 7 —F): “ZW, just betwe
en you and me CELPHAEMMER LU , BILEM _ENFHAR
Ty XXRS (DAHEARZIEERR A N TRAE . 7 3K
= NEE, BERICH N TE %, duidtil): “&%,
HHERE G 7 AN, 15 7 VR DRSNS, AR, 7 bR
T WERERECEE . REE T, W rmRmRR, B
AR, H— DA E VRS 2 A
RS . AEERBX AN, Rl 7y 22 A ly, Hif
LPERE KA, a7 .

[l AR, TP ZIRFIER N A5, A2 B DU RE AT
KA. AEREZ K, HWERREDIE P — H EE s
BIRER T A1 E? IR BERSGRBEEHR B, A
HWRAY, AR XERSMIES, MERX A BN L
FWAHTEEL T WK, BERATIANZA L, BEROEA
o FAFEEES, PR3 B R i SRS I

409



Wr, — gl REk80%a L T L, HEEAR N
Z W R ARE R, WRARL) LS EHSR2RE, B4
FHJUIRA L ? SHsE b, ERNEESEEH, W R,
MR, IR LR REER A KT A ,
EARE B0 — EREE — N I RSN EE T AR R
N

AN BA A 5553 1R 25 B 4 3 PR B e By L) 3] )
Zygyifyinl 2SR TR, RRIERRESOmR SR, K
AR, BTG N2 510, ST HstiR. IRz 4,
A EASTRRREE:. “WEE, AES, EHE A
fHE. XSRIPR, FRANTIHENEE, WH PR, fan s

Q2 »

Az, NEFZ . AR NG TR AR R,
BTC R, IR ASCNERR 2R, FEA L E AT ER
B, WAREZAE, EUASGE, SIS A LA AT
SR, B E, EAREIR. S BT ZOREEE “/N
N7 28, e A A E—NHFEEEZE. §
THEETASHRIE. —MRFH L. DIERBAIER
KIfs —hL “FARHTT. RARTE” BOEE. —ALHE
B BANME. ZBRERPONER. —ABRRE. M

410



HWE. BRETMHEKR. . XK. XHREZ ERBUGE
A——RLZFZRBHEFERER A BLE. ZLEE.
ZAME. DERTRAEE. DHEERZATHE. BIAAR
AN BRI S1E B TR AR B R TE 5 ?

e BAERF L, AE N AR E R — AR R A 2t
[ 2D NS, BRI S, a7 A 7 i 1 AU
BIRANF YRR BRI T R — R, BRI Rk
fe AR, HAMEIFE =8, ZXILPRXY, wnFETeHHAD
NETH—F, MEREHESET .

By HAHTH#r

411



N~ FAFLRIGH 5
2021-1-2

XS A S A ) LI S SRR B I AZRAL B 25 5, X
AN

Memorial Service (11/25/2020)

We honored Dad in a beautiful service, where we felt t
he presence from not only family and friends, but also
all his readers. The room was overflowing with flowers
, filling up the secondary room in a moving display of

love and support!
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Sea Burial (12/7/2020)

On the 3rd day after we received Dad’ s ashes in a bea
utiful, Himalayan rock salt urn, we went to the ocean

and laid him to rest. Dad “jumped waves” with us one
last time, and we saw so many rainbows on this beautif
ul, cloudless, warm December day. The sky and water we

re so blue, and the waves were like comforting pats on
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our shoulder telling us that Dad is here and loves us.
We felt deeply blessed that we could fulfil his wishes
of returning to the sea and to nature, being part of a

11 of us and the universe once more.
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Our Uncle also adapted lyrics from a beloved American

song, and sang this at Dad’ s sea burial.
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Farewell

Country road
take you home
to the place
where you belong
the Gulf of Mexico
the oceans of the Farth
the planet of the universe

and to eternity
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@ in Memory of Dr. Run-Tao Yan U

Watch later
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https://youtu.be/21csEsXHjSE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=21csEsXHjSE
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